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Appendix Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to outline drug and alcohol testing with clients. Drug testing results
contribute to the best practice of client monitoring and support needed to ensure a child’s
safety, permanency and will-being, as well as family or individual recovery.

Procedure

A. Drug testing can be an important addition to a child safety and risk assessment,

family assessment/investigation, comprehensive substance abuse assessment,
case planning, and substance abuse intervention and treatment services. Test
results can provide useful information for determining whether an individual is
using or abstaining from the use of illicit drugs or misuse or abuse of legal drugs.

. SCHS will test for alcohol and/or drugs using sweat patches, urinalysis (UA),
breathalyzers, blood draws, oral fluid (saliva) tests, hair follicle tests or meconium
tests. If random chemical testing is in a person’s case plan, Court Ordered or if

there are allegations or suspicions of drug and alcohol use, a person will be asked
to cooperate with testing procedures.

. Sweat Patch: The sweat patch provides a cumulative record of the person’s drug

use during the time frame that the patch was worn and up to three days prior to
applying the Sweat Patch. It can detect Cocaine, Opiates, Amphetamines,
Phencyclidine, Methamphetamine and Marijuana. The sweat patch will be applied
to a clients upper arm or lower back. Please see Sweat Patch
Application/Removal Procedure sheet. The responsible personnel will inform the
client of the date and time the patch will be removed; it can stay in place from 24
hours up to 10 days. If there is irritation under or around the patch, or it is starting
to fall off, the client should inform the responsible personnel immediately and the
responsible personnel will check the patch to determine if it should be removed
prior to the set date. If the client tampers with the patch, removes the patch or if it
“falls off”, it will be automatically considered “positive”. When the patch is removed
on the set date, it will be sent immediately to a designated lab for testing. Written



results are sent to SCHS. The client may be required to pay a predetermined fee
for the testing depending upon the circumstances of the case.

. UA (Urinalysis): Most drugs are excreted into urine during the 48 hours after use.
UA's can detect Amphetamine, Cocaine, Methamphetamine, Opiates,
Amphetamine, Phencyclidine, Diazepam, Alcohol and Marijuana. SCHS has the
ability to obtain immediate results or send the UA to a lab to test for the specific
levels of the chemicals detected in the urine. Please see UA Collection Procedure
sheet. If a client is requested to arrive at the Agency at a specified time for testing
and does not arrive, his/her test will be considered “positive”. A client will be
expected to provide a urine sample while in the presence of responsible personnel.
If a client is not able to provide a sample, he or she may drink water or pop that is
from a drinking fountain or vending machine purchased while in the presence of a
social worker. The client should provide a urine sample within 1 hour. If not, it will
be considered “positive”. If the urine sample is not between 90 degrees and 100
degrees, it will be considered positive. If a client tests positive, he or she may not
request to drink fluids and re-take a UA later in the same day. The UA may be
sent to a designated lab for testing. Written results are sent to SCHS. The client

may be required to pay a predetermined fee for the UA depending upon the
circumstances of the case.

. Oral Fluid: Most drugs are excreted into Saliva within the first hour to 24 hours after
use. Saliva testing can detect Amphetamine, Cocaine, Methamphetamine,
Opiates, Oxycodone, Benzodiazepine, and Marijuana. Saliva testing of drugs will
be detected at a lower cut off level then urine. SCHS has the ability to obtain
immediate resuits or send the Saliva test to a lab to test for the specific levels of
the chemicals detected in the saliva. Please see the Oral Fluid Collection
Procedure Sheet. If a client is requested to arrive at the Agency at a specified
time for testing and does not arrive, his/her test will be considered “positive”. Staff
will ensure client's mouth is free of any liquid prior to giving client oral swab. A
client will be expected to provide a saliva sample while in the presence of
responsible personnel. If a client is not able to provide a sample, he or she may
drink water or pop that is from a drinking fountain or vending machine purchased
while in the presence of a social worker. The social worker will wait 10 minutes
after client has drank fluids to collect the Saliva test. The client should provide a
saliva sample within 1 hour. If not, it will be considered “positive”. The Saliva test
may be sent to a designated Lab for confirmation testing. Written results are sent

to SCHS. The client may be required to pay a predetermined fee for the Saliva
test depending upon the circumstances of the case.

. Breathalyzer: Breath specimens are collected using a device that estimates a
person’s blood-alcohol content. This test will be administrated and interpreted by
law enforcement. If a client is requested to arrive at a specified time for testing
and does not arrive, his/her test will be considered “positive”.

. Blood: A client may be sent to the clinic or hospital to have a blood draw conducted
by qualified medical personnel. The specimen will be sent to a designated lab for
testing. The client will need to sign a release for the clinic or hospital so the results
can be disclosed to SCHS. If a client is requested to arrive at a specified time for
testing and does not arrive, his/her test will be considered “positive”.



H. Hair Follicle: Drugs or their metabolites circulate in a person’s bloodstream and the
hair follicles absorb the drug and/or metabolites from the bloodstream and from
secretions of the sebaceous and sweat glands in the scalp. Hair follicle testing is
the most reliable for detecting prior frequent, heavy use of cocaine, opioids,
amphetamine, PCP and Ecstasy. Drug metabolites can be detected in the hair
shaft approximately 7-10 days after drug ingestion and up to months or even years.
A client will be sent to a drug testing facility to provide a hair sample for testing. If

a client is requested to arrive at a specified time for testing and does not arrive,
his/her test may be considered “positive”.

I. Meconium: Meconium is the first few bowel movements of a newborn. Meconium
provides a record of newborn's exposure and maternal substance use in the third
trimester of gestation. Doctors may order this test with newborns if mom had

positive drug screens during pregnancy checks or if requested by a county social
services organization.

Violation of this Policy

No or only partial adherence to this policy or procedure may result in noncompliance with current
regulatory requirements and subsequent penalties to Swift County Human Services. Remediation
for violators will include, but not be limited to, disciplinary action up to and including termination
depending on the circumstances of the situation at the time.
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