
 

 

Notice & Agenda 
 

Swift County Board of Commissioners 
 

Tuesday, August 18, 2015 

11:00 AM 

Swift County Board Room – 301 14
th

 St N, Benson, MN 
 

If you need any type of accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact the County Administrator at 

320-314-8399 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. Times are only estimates and items may be taken out of order. 
 

        Time     Reference                                      Item                                             
 

 11:00 a.m.  Call to Order and Roll Call  
 

   11:01 a.m.                     Approve Agenda 

  11:03 a.m.  Consent Agenda  

  1-2  (1) Minutes from the August 4, 2015 Regular Meeting 

  3-6  (2) Consider approving the 2015 Emergency Management 

Performance Grant 

  7  (3) Consider approving increased credit card purchasing 

limits for certain employees 

  8-10  (4) Consider local county approval on an application from 

Northern Lights Trails for an exempt permit to 

conduct lawful gambling in Swift Falls 

  11-12  (5) Consider appointing Eddie Massey to Revolving Loan 

Fund Loan Advisory Board 
 

 11:04 a.m.  Consider Approval of Commissioner warrants and review Auditor 

warrants reviewed 
 11:05 a.m.                  Commissioner and Board reports  

 11:20 a.m.  County Administrator report 

 11:25 a.m.  Citizens Comments 
 

 11:25 a.m. None Program Update on Southern Prairie Community Care from 

Mary Fischer, Executive Director and Norris Anderson, 

Medical Director 
         

 11:45 a.m. None Swift County Soil and Water District 
 

 12:00 Noon          Lunch Break   
 

 1:00 p.m. None Cheryl Glaeser Southwest Initiative Foundation 
 

 1:15 p.m. None Discussion on the new buffer strip requirements by Kurt Deter  
 

 2:00 p.m. None Pioneerland Library System presentation by Cindy Hendrickx; 

Vicki Bartz; and Dawn Erickson  
 

 2:15 p.m.  Dave Barrett, Swift County VSO 

  13-14  VSO Annual Report 

  15-24  Grant Request 
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        Time     Reference                                      Item                                             
 

 2:25 p.m. 25-27 Scott Collins, Environmental Services Director 

    Consider approval of a Conditional Use Permit #4997 requested by 

Dennis Smith (Owner) for expanding a feedlot from 475 Animal 

Units to 950 Animal Units of beef finish cattle and constructing 

a new 200’ x 120’ total confinement mono-slope shed located in 

the NW ¼ of Section 27 in Moyer Township. 
 

    Other Business 

  28-30  Consider adopting a resolution supporting Federated Telephone 

Cooperative Border to Border Broadband Development Grant 

and commit to financially backing the project subject to certain 

terms 

  None  2016 Budget Discussion   

  None  Strategic Plan Update 
 

 3:30 p.m.          Adjournment 



 

 

SWIFT COUNTY BOARD MINUTES 

August 4, 2015 
  
Chairman Peter Peterson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM with all present.  Also in attendance 

were County Administrator Mike Pogge-Weaver, County Auditor Kim Saterbak, Amanda Ness, Sarah 

Utsch, and Stacey Oberg. 

 

Chairman Peter Peterson asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were none. 

 

08-04-15-01 Commissioner Fox moved and Commissioner Edward Pederson seconded to approve the 

agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

08-04-15-02 Commissioner Rudningen moved and Commissioner Hendrickx seconded to approve the 

Consent Agenda which consisted of: (1) Minutes from the July 21, 2015 Meeting.  Motion carried 

unanimously.  

  

08-04-15-03 Commissioner Fox moved and Commissioner Edward Pederson seconded to approve the 

Commissioner warrants as follows: Revenue: $30,165.20; Solid Waste: $2,077.22; Road and Bridge: 

$68,573.15; County Ditches: $3,398.38; County Health Insurance: $110.00; and Human Services, $83.58 

which includes the following bills over $2,000: Central Specialties Inc., $39,115.49; Commerford 

Construction Inc., $6,239.27; Contech Construction Products, $7,854.23; Maney International of 

Alexandria, $4,104.42; Maximum Inc., $3,350.00; Nelson International Div., $6,202.61; Jan Nordmeyer, 

$5,424.00; Prairie Five Rides, $3,500.00; Upper MN Valley RDC, $6,000.00; and Villard Implement Co., 

$2,054.74.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Board and Committee Reports were given as follows: Commissioner Fox reported on Swift County 

Benson Hospital, Ditch #18, and SPCC.  Commissioner Edward Pederson reported on the Ditch #18, 

Historical Society, Launching the Strategic Plan Team, Extension, and RDA.  Commissioner Rudningen 

reported on the RASP Team, Extension, and the Radio Board.  Commissioner Hendrickx reported on 

Prairie Waters Tourism, SPCC, Goff Public Relations Meeting, and RDC.  Chairman Peter Peterson 

reported on Prairie Five Community Action Council and HRA.   

 

Administrator Pogge-Weaver updated the board that the new Restorative Practices Coordinator, Will 

Warnock, started on Monday, August 3
rd

.   

 

Chairman Peter Peterson opened the floor for Citizen’s Comments.  There were none. 

 

Sarah Utsch and Stacey Oberg of CliftonLarsonAllen presented the 2014 audit to the board. 

 

08-04-15-04 Commissioner Rudningen moved and Commissioner Edward Pederson seconded to approve 

the 2014 audit as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

County Treasurer Ron Vadnais presented the 2015 2
nd

 Quarter Financials Review. 

 

County Auditor Kim Saterbak presented the 2015 Executive Departmental Budget Report. 

 

HRA Executive Director Vicki Syverson presented the 2016 HRA Budget and Levy Request. 

 

08-04-15-05 Commissioner Hendrickx moved and Commissioner Fox seconded to approve the 2016 HRA 

Levy Request of $145,000.00.  Motion carried unanimously.  
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County Engineer Andy Sander requested the approval of the purchase of a flatbed truck. 

 

08-04-15-06 Commissioner Rudningen moved and Commissioner Hendrickx seconded to approve the 

purchase of a flatbed truck from Nolan Baker Ford for $33,185.68 in addition to a dump body and hoist 

from Crysteel Truck Equipment for $6,785.12.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

County Engineer Andy Sander requested the approval of annual maintenance striping. 

 

08-04-15-07 Commissioner Fox moved and Commissioner Edward Pederson seconded to approve the bid 

for maintenance striping from AAA Striping Service Co. for $30,449.01.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

County Engineer Andy Sander requested the approval of the annual weed spraying of specific roadside 

ditches. 

 

08-04-15-08 Commissioner Rudningen moved and Commissioner Fox seconded to approve the bid for 

weed spraying from Holmgren Roadside Spraying, LLC for $13,570.00.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Administrator Pogge-Weaver requested the approval of an MOU with Goff Public for Public Relations 

and Lobbying Services related to the Prairie Correctional Facility in Appleton. 

 

08-04-15-09 Commissioner Hendrickx moved and Commissioner Fox seconded to approve the MOU and 

allocate up to $10,000 contingent upon the City of Appleton’s participation.  Motion carried 4-1 with 

Commissioner Rudningen opposing.  

 

Administrator Pogge-Weaver further updated the board on the Strategic Plan including information on the 

RASP team’s work on the organizational chart. 

 

Auditor Saterbak requested, with no other interested parties having contacted the Auditor’s Office, Gene 

Meyer be reappointed to the Upper MN Watershed District Manager position. 

 

08-04-15-10 Commissioner Fox moved and Commissioner Hendrickx seconded the reappointment of 

Gene Meyer to the Watershed District Manager position.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

08-04-15-11 Commissioner Rudningen moved and Commissioner Fox seconded to adjourn.  Motion 

carried unanimously.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:58 AM.  

  

WITNESSED:  

 

       _____________________________ 

       Peter Peterson, Chair 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________________ 

Michel Pogge-Weaver, Clerk of the Board  

 

2



 

Request for Board Action 

 BOARD MEETING DATE: 

Commissioner's Report 
August 18, 2015 

 

Department Information 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: REQUESTOR: REQUESTOR PHONE: 

Emergency Management Bill McGeary 320-314-2153 
 

Agenda Item Details 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR REQUEST: 

Consider approving the 2015 EMPG Grant 
AGENDA YOU ARE REQUESTING TIME ON: ARE YOU SEEKING APPROVAL OF A CONTRACT? 

Consent Agenda Yes 
IS THIS MANDATED? EXPLANATION OF MANDATE: 

No n/a 
BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION: 

The MN Dept of Public Safety provides grants to cover part of the cost of staffing the Emergency Manger 
position.  It requires board approve to make the grant application.    
PREVIOUS ACTION ON REQUEST / 
OTHER PARTIES INVOLVED? 

 

 

Budget Information 

FUNDING: The grant will provide $17,002 in reimbursement to the County. 
 

Review/Recommendation 

COUNTY ATTORNEY: COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR: 
Danielle Olson Mike Pogge-Weaver 
RECOMMENDATIONS: RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Was not submitted for review prior to completion 
of the board packet.  Will review to form prior to 
final execution. 

Approve 

COMMENTS: COMMENTS: 

n/a None 
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Request for Board Action 

 BOARD MEETING DATE: 

Commissioner's Report 
August 18, 2015 

 

Department Information 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: REQUESTOR: REQUESTOR PHONE: 

Administration Michel Pogge-Weaver 320-314-8399 
 

Agenda Item Details 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR REQUEST: 

Consider approving increased credit card purchasing limits for certain employees. 
AGENDA YOU ARE REQUESTING TIME ON: ARE YOU SEEKING APPROVAL OF A CONTRACT? 

Consent Agenda no 
IS THIS MANDATED? EXPLANATION OF MANDATE: 

No  
BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION: 

Human Services has requested an increased credit card limit for Heather Giese and Bridgett Karels to 
$1,000.  These employees make authorized purchases for their clients which can cause issues with the 
current $500.00 limit.   
PREVIOUS ACTION ON REQUEST / OTHER PARTIES INVOLVED?   
 

Budget Information 

FUNDING: n/a 
 

Review/Recommendation 

COUNTY ATTORNEY: COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR: 
Danielle Olson Mike Pogge-Weaver 
RECOMMENDATIONS: RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Was not submitted for review by the County 
Attorney 

Approve 

COMMENTS: COMMENTS: 

n/a None 
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Request for Board Action 

 BOARD MEETING DATE: 

Commissioner's Report 
August 18, 2015 

 

Department Information 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: REQUESTOR: REQUESTOR PHONE: 

Administration Mike Pogge-Weaver 320-314-8399 
 

Agenda Item Details 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR REQUEST: 

Consider local county approval on an application from Northern Lights Trails for an exempt permit to 
conduct lawful gambling in Swift Falls 
AGENDA YOU ARE REQUESTING TIME ON: ARE YOU SEEKING APPROVAL OF A CONTRACT? 

Consent Agenda no 
IS THIS MANDATED? EXPLANATION OF MANDATE: 

No n/a 
BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION: 

Northern Lights Trails is request board signoff on an application for an exempt permit to conduct lawful 
gambling.  They are hoping to conduct their annual raffle on November 20th at Brinks Beer Joint and 
Grill in Swift Falls.  Camp Lake township has signed off on the permit. 
PREVIOUS ACTION ON REQUEST / OTHER PARTIES INVOLVED? None 
 

Budget Information 

FUNDING: None 
 

Review/Recommendation 

COUNTY ATTORNEY: COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR: 
Danielle Olson Mike Pogge-Weaver 
RECOMMENDATIONS: RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Approved to form Approve 
COMMENTS: COMMENTS: 

None None 
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Request for Board Action 

 BOARD MEETING DATE: 

Commissioner's Report 
August 18, 2015 

 

Department Information 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: REQUESTOR: REQUESTOR PHONE: 

Administration Mike Pogge-Weaver 320-314-8399 
 

Agenda Item Details 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR REQUEST: 

Consider appointing Eddie Massey to Revolving Loan Fund Loan Advisory Board 
AGENDA YOU ARE REQUESTING TIME ON: ARE YOU SEEKING APPROVAL OF A CONTRACT? 

Consent Agenda no 
IS THIS MANDATED? EXPLANATION OF MANDATE: 

No n/a 
BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION: 

There is an opening on the Revolving Loan Fund Loan Advisory Board with the UMV RDC with the Laura 
Thomson’s recent resignation.  Eddie Massey of Appleton has agreed to serve on the committee. 
PREVIOUS ACTION ON REQUEST / OTHER PARTIES INVOLVED? None 
 

Budget Information 

FUNDING: None 
 

Review/Recommendation 

COUNTY ATTORNEY: COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR: 
Danielle Olson Mike Pogge-Weaver 
RECOMMENDATIONS: RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Was not submitted for review  Approve 
COMMENTS: COMMENTS: 

n/a None 
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RESOLUTION 

 

APPOINTING EDDIE MASSEY TO THE 

REVOLVING LOAN FUND LOAN ADVISORY BOARD 

 

 

Motion by Commissioner ______________         Seconded by Commissioner ______________ 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Eddie Massey is hereby appointed the to Revolving Loan Fund Loan 

Advisory Board.   

 

Adopted on a ______vote by the Swift County Board of County Commissioners the 18th 

day of August 2015. 

 

Swift County Board of Commissioners 

 

__________________________________ 

Peter Peterson, Chairman 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________________ 

Michel J. Pogge-Weaver 

County Administrator and Clerk of the Board 

 

 

Fox  ___   Hendrickx  ___   E. Pederson  ___ 

P. Peterson ___   Rudningen ___ 
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2015 Swift County Veterans Service Report 
August 18th, 2015 

 
                        Net  Budget 

       
2012  $151,428       $117,833      78% 
2013  $137,918       $116,999      85% 
2014  $128,290       $101,403      79% 
 
 
 

• FY 15 Enhancement Grant $7500  
Ø Vetra Spec Records Management System 
Ø Radio/Newspaper Ads 
Ø Medical Opinions for Appeals 
Ø PBS Movie Premier 

 
• FY 16 Enhancement Grant Plans 

Ø Office Computer Upgrade 
Ø Digital Scanner 
Ø Medical Opinions 
Ø Ads 
Ø Promotional Items/Grocery Cards 

 
• 2014 Veterans Van  

Ø 79 Van Trips 
Ø Van Revenue 

2012   $3636 
2013   $4129 
2014   $4764 
 
 
 

• MN State Soldiers Assistance   optical, dental, car repairs, furnace 
replacement, shingles, mortgage payments 

        2012          $10,796 
        2013         $44,229 
        2014         $17,094 
        2015 to date $22,188 
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• Medical, Education, Compensation & Pension for Swift  ($ in 000’s) 
 

      2012  2013       2014 
 

Veteran Pop.       898  886          945  
 
Medical         $  2.042     $ 2.591   $ 2.508 
Education & Employment          $    .166    $   .169    $  .189 
Compensation & Pension  $  2.561     $ 2.852   $ 3.325 
Insurances             $    .043     $   .102   $   .051     
Total of all benefits (millions):  $  4.812     $ 5.714    $6.073 
 
Office Initiatives: 
 
PBS “Last Days in Vietnam” Movie Screening 
Digitizing Files Into Vetra Spec Program 
Collaboration with Swift County Human Services  
Possible Appleton Monthly Outreach 
 
 

• Questions? 
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Request for Board Action 

 BOARD MEETING DATE: 

Commissioner's Report 
August 18, 2015 

 

Department Information 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: REQUESTOR: REQUESTOR PHONE: 

Veteran Service Office David Barrett 320-842-5271 
 

Agenda Item Details 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR REQUEST: 

FY16 Veterans Enhancement Grant 
AGENDA YOU ARE REQUESTING TIME ON: ARE YOU SEEKING APPROVAL OF A CONTRACT? 

Consent Agenda Yes 
IS THIS MANDATED? EXPLANATION OF MANDATE: 

No N/A 
BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION: 

The MN Dept. of Veterans Affairs Enhancement Grant serves the purpose of providing outreach to our 
county veterans as well as enhancing operations of the county veterans service office.  This grant has 
been key in bolstering the effectiveness of the Swift County Veterans Service Office in the past. 
PREVIOUS ACTION ON REQUEST / 
OTHER PARTIES INVOLVED? 

FY15 Veterans Enhancement Grant Approved 

 

Budget Information 

FUNDING: N/A 
 

Review/Recommendation 

COUNTY ATTORNEY: COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR: 
Danielle Olson Mike Pogge-Weaver 
RECOMMENDATIONS: RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Was not submitted for review prior to the meeting Approve 
COMMENTS: COMMENTS: 

n/a None 
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Resolution	  of	  Swift	  County	  
BE	  IT	  RESOLVED	  by	  Swift	  County	  that	  the	  County	  enter	  into	  the	  attached	  Grant	  
Contract	  with	  the	  Minnesota	  Department	  of	  Veterans	  Affairs	  (MNDVA)	  to	  conduct	  
the	  following	  Program:	  	  County	  Veterans	  Service	  Office	  Enhancement	  Grant	  
Program.	  	  The	  grant	  must	  be	  used	  to	  provide	  outreach	  to	  the	  county’s	  veterans:	  to	  
assist	  in	  the	  reintegration	  of	  combat	  veterans	  into	  society;	  to	  collaborate	  with	  other	  
social	  service	  agencies,	  educational	  institutions,	  and	  other	  community	  organizations	  
for	  the	  purposes	  of	  enhancing	  services	  offered	  to	  veterans;	  to	  reduce	  homelessness	  
among	  veterans;	  and	  to	  enhance	  the	  operations	  of	  the	  county	  veterans	  service	  office,	  
as	  specified	  in	  Minnesota	  Laws	  2013	  Chapter	  142	  Article	  4.	  	  This	  Grant	  should	  not	  
be	  used	  to	  supplant	  or	  replace	  other	  funding.	  
	  
BE	  IT	  FURTHER	  RESOLVED	  by	  the	  Swift	  County	  Board	  of	  Commissioners	  that	  
David	  Barrett,	  the	  Swift	  County	  Veterans	  Service	  Officer;	  be	  authorized	  to	  
execute	  the	  attached	  Grant	  Contract	  for	  the	  above-‐mentioned	  Program	  on	  behalf	  of	  
the	  county.	  
	  
WHEREUPON	  the	  above	  resolution	  was	  adopted	  at	  the	  Regular	  Meeting	  of	  the	  
Swift	  County	  Board	  of	  Commissioners	  this	  18th	  day	  of	  August	  2015.	  
	  
	  
	  
_____________________________________	   	   	   	   August	  18th,	  2015	  	   	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Board	  Chair	  2015	   	   	   	  
	  
	  
	  
State	  of	  Minnesota	  
SWIFT	  COUNTY	  
	  
	  
I,	  Michel	  J.	  Pogge-‐Weaver,	  do	  hereby	  certify	  that	  I	  am	  the	  custodian	  of	  the	  minutes	  
of	  all	  proceedings	  had	  and	  held	  by	  the	  Swift	  County	  Board	  of	  Commissioners	  of	  
said	  Swift	  County,	  that	  I	  have	  compared	  the	  above	  resolution	  with	  the	  original	  
passed	  and	  adopted	  by	  the	  Board	  of	  Commissioners	  of	  said	  Swift	  County	  at	  a	  
Regular	  meeting	  thereof	  held	  on	  the	  18th	  day	  of	  August	  2015	  at	  9:00	  AM	  that	  the	  
above	  constitutes	  a	  true	  and	  correct	  copy	  thereof,	  that	  the	  same	  has	  not	  been	  
amended	  or	  rescinded	  and	  is	  in	  full	  force	  and	  effect.	  
	  
In	  witness	  whereof,	  I	  have	  hereunto	  placed	  by	  my	  hand	  and	  signature	  this	  18th	  of	  
August	  2015,	  and	  have	  hereunto	  affixed	  the	  seal	  of	  Swift	  County.	  
	  
	  
__________________________________	  
Swift	  County	  Administrator	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   (seal)	  
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Request for Board Action 

 BOARD MEETING DATE: 

Commissioner's Report 
August 18, 2015 

 

Department Information 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: REQUESTOR: REQUESTOR PHONE: 

Environmental Services Scott Collins 320-843-2356 
 

Agenda Item Details 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR REQUEST: 

Consider approval of a Conditional Use Permit #4997 requested by Dennis Smith (Owner) for expanding 
a feedlot from 475 Animal Units to 950 Animal Units of beef finish cattle and constructing a new 200’ x 
120’ total confinement mono-slope shed located in the NW ¼ of Section 27 in Moyer Township. 
AGENDA YOU ARE REQUESTING TIME ON: ARE YOU SEEKING APPROVAL OF A CONTRACT? 

Click here to enter text. No 
IS THIS MANDATED? EXPLANATION OF MANDATE: 

No Click here to enter text. 
BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION: 

Feedlot expansion and construction of total confinement mono-slope shed.   Required Conditional Use 
Permit per subsection 4.2 Code of Ordinances, Agricultural District 2.  Allowable use with Conditional 
Use Permit. 
PREVIOUS ACTION ON REQUEST / OTHER PARTIES INVOLVED?  
 

Budget Information 

FUNDING:  
 

Review/Recommendation 

COUNTY ATTORNEY: COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR: 
Danielle Olson Mike Pogge-Weaver 
RECOMMENDATIONS: RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Was not submitted prior to meeting Approve 
COMMENTS: COMMENTS: 

n/a None 
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Project:  Expanding feedlot from 475 A.U.'s to 
              950 A.U.'s of beef finish cattle.
Owner:   Dennis Smith
Legal:     W 22.5 acres of the N ½ of the NW ¼ of 
               Section 27, T-121, R42, except that part 
               of said N ½ of the NW ¼.
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Proposed Special Conditions 

Dennis Smith 
Conditional Use Permit #4997 

 

 
1. The permit holder shall comply with all applicable governmental laws, rules and 

regulations as they may apply to the project. 

2. Applicant’s personnel must address all complaints, problems or concerns regarding 

public health, safety and welfare within 72 hours of presentation of the complaint.  

Copies of all complaints and responses addressed to them shall be submitted to Swift 

County Environmental Services. 

3. Granting of the conditional use-permit shall be for the plans submitted with the initial 

application only. 

4. All plans regarding approaches and access roads, as well as traffic control must be 

submitted to the township chairman. 

5. Dead animals shall be disposed of in a manner consistent with the Minnesota Board of 

Animal Health and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) requirements. 

6. The permit holder shall allow the Zoning Administrator or MPCA staff to inspect the 

site whenever necessary.  However, the Zoning Administrator shall provide a 24-hour 

notice in advance of any inspection that involves accessing the buildings in which the 

animals are confined. 

7. An animal manure plan must be completed. 

8. Drainage in the area cannot be negatively affected. 

9. That a Good Neighbor Policy be in effect. Prior to spreading, the residents of dwellings 

within  ¾ mile of agitation and spreading sited would be contacted to determine if they 

have any special events planned which may be affected by the spreading.  If possible, 

another location or time would be chosen.  Neighbors are encouraged to contact the 

applicant with any scheduled events in advance so as to help them plan manure 

application. 

10. Reasonable measures will be taken to minimize offensive odor, fumes, dust and noise 

so that none of these will constitute a public nuisance. 

11. This Conditional Use Permit #4997 shall expire one year from the date of issuance if 

the permit is not utilized. 

12. Violation of any of the above stated conditions may result in revocation of the 

conditional use permit. 
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Request for Board Action 

 BOARD MEETING DATE: 

Commissioner's Report 
August 18, 2015 

 

Department Information 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: REQUESTOR: REQUESTOR PHONE: 

Administration Mike Pogge-Weaver 320-314-8399 
 

Agenda Item Details 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR REQUEST: 

Consider adopting a resolution supporting Federated Telephone Cooperative Border to Border 
Broadband Development Grant and commit to financially backing the project subject to certain terms. 
AGENDA YOU ARE REQUESTING TIME ON: ARE YOU SEEKING APPROVAL OF A CONTRACT? 

Other Business No 
IS THIS MANDATED? EXPLANATION OF MANDATE: 

No n/a 
BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION: 

As previously discussed , Federated Telephone Cooperative is making application to the State of 
Minnesota for a Border to Border Broadband Development Grant.  The project would install fiber to the 
premise to each property in the eastern half of the county as show in red on the attached map.  The 
areas in light blue (Cities of Clontarf, Benson, Murdock, and Kerkhoven) are considered served and not 
eligible for funding through the grant.   
 
The grant, if awarded, would cover up to 50% up to a maximum of $5,000,000 of the project cost.  
Federated Telephone Cooperative is requesting that the County use its tax abatement bonding authority 
to cover the remaining through a loan to Federated Telephone Cooperative.  With a total project cost 
now estimated at $12,500,000 the county would be requested to finance up to $7,500,000 of the 
project.  The bond would be repaid over 20 years and Federated Telephone Cooperative has committed 
to make the bond payments.  Since this is a change in the request from 2014, it is currently being 
reviewed by the County’s bonding counsel in order to determine that the County has the authority to 
make such a commitment.  If bonding counsel determines the County has the authority it will be up to 
the board to decide if we should support the project. 
 
In order to proceed; the attached resolution needs to be adopted by the board by the grant’s September 
15, 2015 deadline. 
PREVIOUS ACTION ON REQUEST / OTHER PARTIES INVOLVED? Reviewed at the board’s Oct 7, 2014, Oct 21, 

2014, and July 24, 2015 board meetings. 
 

Budget Information 

FUNDING: The County’s portion of the project (approximately $7,500,000) would be covered via a tax 
abatement bond and Federated Telephone Cooperative has committed to repay the bonds.   

 

Review/Recommendation 

COUNTY ATTORNEY: COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR: 
Danielle Olson                        Mike Pogge-Weaver 
RECOMMENDATIONS: RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Currently under review in consultation with the 
County’s bonding council. 

Review and consider taking an action. 

COMMENTS: COMMENTS: 

None None 
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RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR FEDERATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE  

2015 BORDER TO BORDER BROADBAND DEVELOPMENT GRANT  

 
WHEREAS, SWIFT COUNTY  is aware of Federated Telephone Company’s intent to apply for the Broadband Development Grant 

Program to be submitted to the State of Minnesota in September 2015 for funding to provide fiber to the premise in rural SWIFT 

COUNTY  to areas that are underserved or unserved with broadband; 

 

WHEREAS, SWIFT COUNTY  agrees that broadband is an essential part of community infrastructure because it offers many 

opportunities including but not limited to: promoting access to government resources and information such as GIS, tax records, 

permits, or paying taxes online; opportunities to buy and sell goods especially for home-based businesses, offers access to 

healthcare including VA medical records for veterans and expands educational opportunities for all age; 

 

WHEREAS, the SWIFT COUNTY  BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS feel it is in the best interest of the County to endorse said project 

because having a variety of broadband options is an expectation of future residents and business and is directly connected to 

opportunities that could increase the economic prosperity in the County;  

 

WHEREAS, the BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SWIFT COUNTY  realize that financing of broadband infrastructure is challenging and 

as a result are willing to be a financial partner in the above identified project; 

 

WHEREAS, the BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SWIFT COUNTY have determined that they have the financial capacity to assist with 

this project and will move forward with a bonding process of up to seven million five hundred thousand dollars ($7,500,000.00) if 

grant funds are awarded; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the SWIFT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS hereby endorses Federated Telephone 

Cooperative’s SWIFT COUNTY Fiber to the Premise project, supports their efforts to increase broadband access in SWIFT COUNTY 

and as a financial partner commits to the bonding and lending process on behalf of the project and through a designated lending 

organization acceptable to the County and will lend proceeds to Federated Telephone Cooperative, subject to the provisions of 

Minnesota Statutes, Sections 469.1812 to 469.1815 and upon successful lender and County review.  

 

I CERTIFY THAT the above resolution was adopted by the BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS of SWIFT COUNTY on this 18
th

 day of August.  

 

SIGNED:        WITNESSED:  

 

______________________________    ______________________________ 

Authorized Official      Signature 

 

______________________________    ______________________________ 

Title and Date       Title and Date  
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