Swift County Environmental Services
PO Box 207

1000 Industry Drive

Benson, MIN 56215

1. All garbage must be separated into three categories: Recy-
clables, Compostables, and Non-Processables.

RECYCLABLES - Shall be placed in the blue container that can
be purchased from Swift County Environmental Services. All
other persons and businesses shall place recyclables in a box
or adequate container clearly marked RECYCLABLES.

COMPOSTABLES - Shall be placed loose in an adequate con-
tainer such as a box or can. If a plastic bag is used for com-
postables before being placed in a container the bag should be
clear and shall remain open and untied to allow the contents to
be easily removed for composting.

NON-PROCESSABLES - Shall be placed in clear bags. The bags
shall be securely tied or closed to prevent the contents from
mixing with compostables upon collection. ltems too large for a
bag that are easily identified as a non-processable

need not be placed in a bag, but should be placed near it to be
collected.

CLEAR BAGS can be purchased at most grocery stores in
Swift County.

Swift County Solid Waste Ordinance Highlights

2. Permits and licenses for solid waste facilities. Swift County
prohibits land in the county to be used as solid waste dispos-
al, recycling, composting, waste tire processing or collection,
or demolition facility without first applying for and receiving a
license from Swift County and a permit from the Minnesota
Pallution Control Agency. Backyard compost sites are exempt
from licensing.

3. Commercial solid waste haulers must apply for and receive a
license from the county board before collecting or transporting
solid waste within Swift County. Each licence must be renewed
yearly, and the license is not transferable. If solid waste is not
properly separated upon delivery to the Swift County Recycle/
Compost Center, the hauler will be required to either remove
the improperly separated waste to another licensed facility or
pay the regular tipping fee plus additional 100% there of as a
penalty. To avoid a penalty, the commercial hauler may choose
to leave improperly separated garbage at the place of business
or resident’s home.

The whole intent of this ordinance is to better manage our
garbage in Swift County.

QUESTIONS? PLEASE CALL 320-843-2356

MS dAY Yoe

Recycling, waste reduction,
composting, and household haz-
ardous waste management are
important issues in managing
garbage. As landfills become in-
creasingly expensive to construct
and operate, and as land in which
to bury garbage becomes scarc-
er, it is very important to keep
recyclables and compostables out
of the landfills. Recycling also helps
save energy and natural resources
such as trees, water, and ore.

Benson's landfill closed in
1990 and was replaced by the
Swift County Recycle/Compost
Center. Swift County has a manda-
tory garbage separation program
for all county residents.
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All garbage must be separated
into 3 categories: RECYCLABLES,
COMPOSTABLES, and NON-PRO-
CESSABLES.

RECYCLABLES are to be
placed in the blue container that
can be purchased from Swift
County Environmental Services, or

in an adequate container clearly
marked RECYCLABLES.

COMPOSTABLES are to be
placed in an untied clear bag or
adequate container such as a box
or can.

NON-PROCESSABLES are to
be placed in tied clear bags.
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The City of Benson also has a com-
post site where Benson residents
may dispose of yard waste. It is
located west of the Street Depart-
ment on the west end of Kansas
Ave. and 22nd St. South.

There is an area marked for
grass clippings and another area
marked for branches. We ask you
to please take your garbage bags
with you when you leave, or dis-
pose of them in the garbage can
provided at the site. The plastic
bags do not decompose into the
soil.

Please see the back page
for more details.
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ACCEPTABLE

Glass food and beverage containers
are recyclable. Rinse containers and
remove metal and plastic caps. Labels
do not have to be removed.

Examples:
* Soda Bottles
¢ Juice Containers
* Wine and Liquor Bottles
* Ketchup Bottles
* Food Containers

ACCEPTABLE

Some papers are recyclable. Separate
newspaper, cardboard, paper, and
envelopes. Remove gloss paper from
newspapers. Bundle, tie, or bag news-
paper, office paper, and cardboard
separately.

Examples:
* Newspaper
e Computer Paper * Office Paper
* Notebook Paper ¢ Phone Books
* Envelopes
* Adding Machine Tape _
* Corrugated
Cardboard
Boxes

COMPOSTABLES

RECYCLABLES

Place in County provided container or adequate container clearly marked RECYCLABLES.

NOT ACCEPTABLE

The following items are not recyclable.
Put these items in the non-process-
able container.

Examples:
* Ceramic Dishes
¢ Clay Flower Pots
e Light Bulbs
* Crystal and Drinking Glasses
e Mirror Glass
* Window Glass
* Heat Resistant
Ovenware

NOT ACCEPTABLE

The following items are not recyclable.
Put these items in the compostable
container.

Examples:

* Wet or Soiled Newspaper

* Used Tissues * Glossy Paper

* Magazines and Catalogs

* Text Books [hardcovers must be
torn off and disposed of in the
non-processable container)

* Carbon Paper ¢ Post-it Notes

* Blue Prints ° Place Mats

e Junk Mail e Construction Paper

* Pop, Cereal, and Other Food Boxes

* Manila Folders * Brown Envelopes

Place in untied, clear bag or adequate container
such as a box or garbage can.

PAPER WASTE

* Wet or Soiled Newspaper

* Used Tissues, Napkins, Paper Plates

* Paper Towels e Paper Filters
* Used Wax Paper °Place Mats

* Glossy Paper * Magazines and Catalogs

e Junk Mail e Envelopes with Windows

* Text Books (hardcovers must be torn off and
disposed of in the non-processable container)

¢ Carbon Paper °Blue Prints ¢ Fax Paper ¥

* Post-it Notes ° Construction Paper

* Manila Folders ¢ Brown Envelopes
* Other Paper Products

PAPER PACKAGING

(You may put food scraps inside)

e Paper Bags * Milk Cartons

* Paper Board Boxes such as Cereal Boxes,
Pop Boxes, Cake Boxes, Cartons, etc. (Remove Liners)

* Frozen Juice Containers

e Other Paper Wrappers and Containers

FOOD WASTE

* Coffee Grinds and Tea Bags

¢ Fruit and Vegetable Peelings

* Any Leftover Food Scraps

* Grease, Cooking Oil, Egg Shells, etc.

¢ Disposable Diapers

* Yard Waste, including Grass Clippings,

Leaves, Weeds, Plant Waste,
Garden Waste, etc.

QUESTIONS? PLEASE CALL 320-843-2356

ACCEPTABLE

Tin and aluminum containers are
recyclable. Rinse tins and remove lids.
Dispose of lids separately in the recy-
clable container. Remove paper labels
and dispose of in the compostable
container.

NOT ACCEPTABLE

The following items are not recyclable.
Put these items in the non-process-
able container.

Examples:
* Scrap Wire ¢ Hangers
* Engine Parts, etc.

Examples: * Broken Metal Toys
¢ Tin Food Cans * Foil Paper, Pie Tins,
* Tin Can Lids and Foil Food Trays

* Aerosol
Spray Cans

* Aluminum Beverage Containers

ACCEPTABLE

Plastic containers with the environ-
mental symbols 1 and 2 are recyclable.
Labels can be left on. Rinse bottles and
remove caps. Dispose of metal caps
in the recyclable container and plastic
caps in the non-processable container.

NOT ACCEPTABLE

The following items are not recyclable.
Put these items in the non-process-
able container.
Examples:
* Hard Plastic Caps
* Styrene Cups, Containers,
and Trays
* Plastic Bags
e Quter Plastic Food Wraps
* Frozen Food Plastic Wraps
* Plastic Wrap
(Saran, etc.)

Examples:
* Beverage Bottles * Milk Jugs
¢ [ce Cream Pails
* Food and Juice Bottles
* Detergent Bottles
* Shampoo Bottles
* Soap Containers
* Motor Oil Containers (caps on)

¢ Plastic Rings
or Scraps
* Plastic Toys

NON-PROCESSABLE

Place in tied, clear bag.

METAL ITEMS

* Scrap Wire e Hangers

* Engine Parts, etc. * Broken Metal Toys
* Foil Paper, Pie Tins, and Foil Food Trays
* Aerosol Spray Cans

CLOTHING ITEMS

¢ 0Id Clothes, Shoes, Fabric Scraps, Rags

SMALL APPLIANCES

* Radios ° Hair Dryers * Toasters * Other Small Kitchen Appliances

PLASTIC

* Hard Plastic Caps ° Styrene Cups, Containers, and Trays
* Plastic Bags ¢ Outer Plastic Food Wraps

* Frozen Food Plastic Wraps

* Plastic Wrap (Saran, etc.)

* Candy Wrappers ° Plastic Rings or Scraps ° Plastic Toys

OTHER

e Tape * Rubber Bands ¢ Wax Products (Candles) ¢ Disposable Razors
* Flash Lights, etc., e Small Batteries * Feminine Hygiene Products
* Gum * Toothpaste Containers ° Light Bulbs ° Prescription Bottles
* Dried up Paint Cans
Needles/Lancets Must be in a Special Container
Before Disposing in Non-Processable

+ No pesticides, left-over paint, motor ail, etc.
Refer to household hazardous waste section.
- Bring florescent bulbs and oil filters to the Recycling
Center, 1000 Industry Drive, Benson. A fee will be charged.
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